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UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Youth Sports Program Begins Fifth Year in Maine
ORONO, Maine -- The National Youth Sports Program (NYSP) has lined up a full slate
of activities and another top-notch staff for its fifth season which begins June 26 at the
University of Maine.
The six-week program offer a variety of skill-building and educational opportunities for
area boys and girls ages 10-16 whose families or guardians meet Department of Health
and Human Services income guidelines. There is no cost to participants, and
transportation is provided, if needed, within the greater Bangor area, including north to
Lincoln, south to Newport, east to Ellsworth, and west to Dover-Foxcroft.
"The program has really taken root in this area of the state," says NYSP Director Stephen
A. Butterfield, UMaine professor of education. He credits the staff of dedicated UMaine
students and area coaches and teachers with the award-winning program's growth and
success. "Every hire we make is in the best interest of the kids, and every evaluation of
the program gives the highest marks to the quality of our personnel," he says.
In addition to sports instruction, including swimming, track and field, softball and soccer,
the youngsters participate in hands-on math and science activities, and hear community
leaders talk about different career opportunities, as well as issues such as substance
abuse. Swimming instruction is provided by the UMaine varsity swim team. With
consistent, small-group swimming instruction, the youngsters can make remarkable
progress in six weeks, says Butterfield.
Participants also receive a free medical exam, accident-medical insurance coverage
during the program, a camp T-shirt, and a nutritious breakfast and lunch served in the
UMaine dining commons. In the past four years, the program has served 35,000 meals to
NYSP kids. Average daily attendance has risen from 150 the first year to nearly 230,
representing 40 communities in 1996.
Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis. Information and applications are
available by calling Butterfield's office at 581-2466, or by writing to him at 5740
Lengyel Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME 04469-5740.
Community support also is essential to the quality of the program, Butterfield
emphasizes. Transportation from all the pick-up points is the major expense, and area
businesses and individuals have made contributions to help off-set that cost over the
years, as well as donated sports equipment and achievement recognition prizes for the
closing awards ceremony. The assistance of communities in transporting their local
children to and from the program would be a tremendous help, according to Butterfield.
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The NYSP is collaborating with social service agencies to make sure every child
interested has the opportunity to attend. These youngsters take a lot home with them at
the end of the season, according to Butterfield - skills, personal achievements, and often,
a more positive attitude about school, grades, and their future.
UMaine is the only northern New England site for the NYSP, a partnership between the
federal government, more than 175 colleges and universities, the National Collegiate
Athletic Association and local communities. UMaine's initial session in 1993 earned a
first-year program commendation from the NCAA and a meritorious award for
exceptional project performance in 1994.
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